
Committee of the Whole Meeting 07-20-21 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

TUESDAY, JULY 20, 2021 
7:00 p.m. 

MAPLE PARK CIVIC CENTER 
302 WILLOW STREET, MAPLE PARK 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
3. ROLL CALL/QUORUM ESTABLISHED 
 
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS – Any resident wishing to address the Board may do so according to 

the guidelines set forth in the “Rules for Public Comments at Public Meetings” handout. 
Please complete a speaker request form and submit it to the Village Clerk. . You may also send 
an email to villageclerk@villageofmaplepark.com in advance of the meeting. The Village 
Clerk will read such comments during the Public Comment portion of the meeting. 
 

5. OTHER BUSINESS 
A. Memorial Park – Existing Amenities and Possible Improvements 
B. County Line Road Crosswalk 

 
6. VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

A. Risk and Resilience Assessment and Emergency Response Plan and Status of Grand 
Victoria River Boat Grant 

 
7. VILLAGE PRESIDENT REPORT 
 
8. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
9. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Village President and Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Village Administrator Dawn Wucki-Rossbach 
 
DATE: July 16, 2021 
 
SUBJECT: MEMORIAL PARK – AMENITIES AND POSSIBLE IMPROVEMENTS 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
On July 1, 2014, the Village Board approved Resolution 2014-09 Designating an Operational Plan for the Park 
Lane Located in Heritage Hills Subdivision Known as “Memorial Park.”  The resolution acknowledged that 
several residents wished to donate items for the park.  It also acknowledged the layout for the amenities, that 
prospective donors are required to obtain permission from the Village to place the items in the park.  The 
resolution also required donators to execute a hold harmless agreement regarding the donation.  Donators purchase 
the benches and tables through Custom Stone Works in Cortland. 
 
Attached is a map of the existing layout of the Memorial Park Pond.  Amenities include: 
 

1. Trees – Identified by a circle with a squiggle 
2. Benches – Identified by a circle with a B 
3. Tables – Identified by a circle with a T 

 
The Village has no financial responsibility in the purchase of the donated items.  Staff recently noticed that there 
are several trees that need to be removed and will confirm that removal is needed, trees may be under stress due 
to recent weather.   
 
The pond is currently aerated between April/May and the aerator is removed October/November depending on 
the weather.  The aerator is run from 6:15 a.m. through 8:00 p.m. every day of the week.  The Village budgets 
$1,000.00 per year for the electricity to operate the aerator and $1,500.00 per year to maintain the aerator.  Village 
Staff mows the park and picks up the trash.  When needed, the pond is treated for algae growth. 
 
Recently, the pond was stocked with donated fish.  The fish are in memoriam of the loss of a young Maple Park 
resident.  As part of the Heritage Hills development, the pond was designed for stormwater detention and was not 
designed as a recreational pond.  Detention ponds usually do not maintain a stable level of water which fish need 
to survive, a minimum of 10’ of water is needed for a stable fishery.  The Village does not currently monitor the 
depth of the water in the pond.  After talking with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources biologist the 
aerator in the pond does not assist the O2 level for the fish.  The aerator assists with water evaporation.   
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If we were to change this from a detention pond to a recreational pond the biologist recommended the installation 
of a destratification system that would sit at the bottom of the pond.  The destratification system would need to 
operate 24/7 to be effective and the Village would have to stabilize the water level to 10’.  It is possible that the 
center of the pond is 16’.  Without any additional research, the cost of the destratification system is unknown and 
we will need to ask the question and have a discussion on whether or not to forcibly stabilize the water level to 
10’ in this pond if the depth is not 16’.  A policy change regarding the intended use of the pond should also be 
discussed.  If the pond is to remain a detention pond, it will slowly release water back into the area after a rain 
event which will lead to decreased water levels and unfortunately over time, there may be instances of fish kills.  
The Village has been lucky so far and not had a fish kill even with the low water levels we had in June. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Board discuss Memorial Park regarding the following: 
 

1. Potential plans for the future development of the park 
2. Obtain a quote on the destratification system for the pond 
3. Provide Staff direction on how to proceed 

 
 
 
 
 
Attachments 
Resolution 2014-09 Designating Operational Plan for Memorial Park 
Current Map of Amenities in Memorial Park 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Village President and Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Village Administrator Dawn Wucki-Rossbach 
 
DATE: July 8, 2021 
 
SUBJECT: COUNTY LINE ROAD CROSSWALK – WILLOW STREET AND COUNTY LINE ROAD 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
On July 29, 2008, the Village requested that the DeKalb County Highway Department install a crosswalk at the 
intersection of Willow Street and County Line Road and that the crosswalk would be extremely useful to Maple 
Park during Fun Fest, softball tournaments and when the Maple Park and Countryside Fire Protection District 
hosts fundraisers.  On August 29, 2008, County Engineer Lorence responded that based on the Bureau of Local 
Road and Street guidelines as well at Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act requires that the crosswalks 
be connected to sidewalks at the intersections.  Because there are no sidewalks at or beyond the intersection on 
which a walker or a wheelchair could access, the request was denied.  Attached to the response letter was a copy 
of the Bureau of Local Roads & Streets Special Design Elements, 41-6(11) and from the Walkinginfo.org website 
was Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS), Synthesis and Guide to Best Practice and where APS is required. 
 
On May 21, 2012, the Village requested that the DeKalb Highway Department install striping and a sign for “one” 
neutrally located crosswalk at the intersection of Willow Street and County Line Road.  No response was received 
from the County. 
 
On May 27, 2021, the Village met with County Engineer Nathan Schwartz.  At this meeting, the prior requests to 
install a crosswalk at the intersection of Willow Street and County Line Road were reviewed.  The crosswalk is 
an important tool for joining the Village together, better access to the Civic Center, the Library, to Main Street 
and it provides a “safe” place to cross.  The County reminded the Village that golf carts are not permitted sidewalk 
users.  The Village reiterated that it would like to have a crosswalk installed at this T-intersection.  The crosswalk 
should have the proper striping and signage. There are two (2) options that would allow the Village to install the 
crosswalk on a County roadway.  The options are listed below. 
 

1. Crosswalk – Willow Street and County Line Road 
As stated in the August 29, 2008 response to the Village’s request and at the May 27, 2021 meeting, the 
County made it clear that they would not permit a crosswalk to be installed until there was something to 
“cross to,” meaning an ADA compliant ramp and another sidewalk.  Currently, there is no sidewalk at the 
T-intersection of Willow Street and County Line Road. 
 
To obtain a permit for the installation of a crosswalk, the Village would need to install a 5-foot-wide 
sidewalk from end of the existing sidewalk in front of the Civic Center to the intersection at County Line 
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Road.  This is a total of 313 feet.  The sidewalk would not necessarily be a straight line because it would 
need to avoid the north baseball dugout, various inlets, tree(s), catch basins, manholes, valve vaults and 
fire hydrants.  The required ADA sidewalk ramp would need to contain the appropriate slope and colored 
and domed surface.  Installing this sidewalk would mean that a pedestrian actually has a sidewalk to “cross 
to.”  If the Village were to construct the sidewalk it will have to provide the proper drawings, submit a 
permit application to the County, obtain an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) and pay for the sidewalk 
and the signage and striping necessary to create the crosswalk.   Estimated total cost to construct the 
sidewalk and install the crosswalk is $13,871.18, assuming the optional advance notice crosswalk ahead 
signs were installed, see the Crosswalk Cost Information Table. 
 
The Village would propose solar lighted crosswalk signs.  The County would have to review this proposal, 
they have not used solar lighted crosswalk lighting in the past, we would be the first, if we were permitted 
to install the lighting.  The Village also proposed have another set of signs before the crosswalk that would 
remind drivers that they must yield to pedestrians in the crosswalk.  This is an option cost and it also 
appears on the Crosswalk Cost Information Table. 
 
There is an 8” water main underneath the proposed path of this sidewalk.  As the Village discovered, with 
the main break on Tuesday, July 13, 2021, the age of the water main underneath the proposed sidewalk 
location must be considered.  The estimated age of the water main is 36 years maybe more, Staff could 
only locate one (1) map that indicated that the water main was in place in 1985.  The Village may want to 
consider replacing the main before installing any sidewalk.  
 
Possible Second Crosswalk – West DeKalb Street to East DeKalb Street 
In the future, if the Village wanted, it could seek another IGA and obtain a permit to create a second 
crosswalk.  This crosswalk would be from West DeKalb Street to East DeKalb Street; however, the IGA 
and the permit would not be permitted until the Village constructed another 502’ of 5-foot-wide sidewalk 
between the edge of the Village property on East DeKalb Drive by A & P, across the drainage ditch culvert 
to the intersection of Willow and County Line Road.  The estimated cost to construct the sidewalk and 
install the crosswalk is $24,871.18, assuming the optional advance notice crosswalk ahead signs were 
installed, see Crosswalk Cost Information Table. 

 
The Village should also consider reeducating residents to cross only at the crosswalks.  The Village has 
the ability to remind drivers to yield to pedestrians via signs several hundred feet from the crosswalk, see 
the Crosswalk Cost Information Table. 

  
2. A Jurisdictional Transfer (JT) count be entered into between the County and the Village.  A JT is where 

the Village would agree to assume responsibility for County Line Road from where the Village boundary 
from the northern white edgeline of Route 38 north to the right-of-way line for Washington Street.  This 
would include the cost of all annual maintenance, patching, striping, curb, catch basin cleaning, 
snowplowing, salting, storm sewer televising, lighting, culvert repair/replacement, tree trimming/removal, 
shoulder work and complete road rehabilitation.  See the Estimated Annual County Line Road 
Maintenance table. 
 
If the Village were to enter into the JT, the Village has the ability to request that DeKalb County bring the 
road up to level acceptable to the Village before the Village would assume control.  An acceptable level 
could include the installation of sidewalks along the east side of County Line Road (including the gap 
areas) and the installation of lighting and a crosswalk or crosswalks on County Line Road.  The total cost 
of the project would be considered by the County.  According to the County Engineer, this process could  
 
 
 



Page 3 of 3 

 

take three (3) to five (5) years because the work would need to be budgeted. Although, they would try to 
be closer to the three (3) year mark.  They are on a calendar year and the Highway Department’s Budget 
is due August 1, 2021.  He also stated that it would be most likely that their snowplow drivers would still 
keep the plow down as they drove through Maple.  The estimated annual cost is $11,253.87, with some 
cost currently unknown, see Estimated Annual County Line Road Maintenance Table. 

 
With the JT, the County has no issue with the Village being creative with the transfer.  They would be 
willing to install the sidewalks in advance of the JT being enter into.  They would also patch the surface 
and lay 2.5” of hot asphalt mix (which increases thickness and makes it stronger) and would then raise 
and replace all the curb and gutter evaluate the culvert and replace it if needed.  There are a vast number 
of different combinations of how the JT and work prior to assuming responsibility could be created. The 
County is willing to negotiate the JT and preparation for a JT. 
 
One (1) disadvantage to a JT is that the County will not take the road back once a JT has been implemented.   
 
One (1) advantage to a JT is that the Village assumes and maintains control of road access, meaning curb 
cuts. 
 

Currently, the Village does not have the sidewalk or the crosswalk listed in the Capital Improvements 
Plan/Maintenance Plan.  The discussion of a sidewalk/crosswalk project could be included in the FY2023 Budget 
process.  Here the Village could discuss the cost of the project and what funding it would include in the budget.  
The Village would also consider applying for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds.  CDBG 
Fund applications are usually opened in June and close in early August so that they may become part of the Kane 
County budget process.  CDBG will not pay for the whole project, the Village will be required to devote budget 
dollars, which is part of the program’s criteria, to the project. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Village Board discuss the following 

1. Whether the Village should consider a crosswalk at Willow Street and County Line Road 
2. If the answer is yes, should the Village consider installing: 

a. 313’ feet of sidewalk along the south side of Willow Street between the Civic Center and County 
Line Road; and/or 

b. 502’ of sidewalk along the east side of County Line Road 
Staff including sidewalk and crosswalk cost information in the CIP/MP as part of the FY2023 Budget 
discussion. 

3. If the consensus is no to the sidewalk(s) and crosswalk, should the Village consider entering into a JT with 
DeKalb County and assume control of County Line Road after DeKalb County has brought the road up to 
meet Village standards 

 
 
 
 
Attachments 
2008 – 2012 Correspondence between Maple Park and DeKalb County regarding Crosswalk 
Aerial View of Proposed Sidewalks along Willow County Line 
Crosswalk Cost Information Table 
Estimated Annual County Line Road Maintenance 
Crosswalk Signage Specification Sheets 

















 

AERIAL VIEW OF PROPOSED SIDEWALKS ALONG 
WILLOW STREET AND COUNTY LINE ROAD 

 
 

      

 

        = Crosswalk Ahead Yield 

    = Solar Powered Crosswalk Sign 

           = 5’ Concrete Sidewalk 

              = Crosswalk                 
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