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Approved by the Board of Trustees

Village Hall: 815-827-3309 on February 4, 2025

Website: http://www.villageofmaplepark.org

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2025
MAPLE PARK CIVIC CENTER
302 WILLOW STREET, MAPLE PARK
7:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER

Village President Suzanne Fahnestock called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Village President Suzanne Fahnestock led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. ROLL CALL/QUORUM ESTABLISHED

Deputy Clerk Shannon Warford called the roll call, and the following Board Members were
present: Village President Suzanne Fahnestock, Trustee Tonia Groezinger, Trustee JT
Peloso, Trustee Cliff Speare, and Trustee Jen Ward. Absent: Trustee Hillary Joy and Trustee
Chris Simon.

Also present: Village Attorney Tait Lundgren, Police Chief Randy Endean, Village
Administrator Cheryl Aldridge, and Deputy Clerk Shannon Warford.

Members of the public were present.
President Fahnestock confirmed a quorum was established.

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS - Any resident wishing to address the Board may do so according
to the guidelines set forth in the “Rules for Public Comments at Public Meetings” handout.
Please complete a speaker request form and submit it to the Village Clerk. You may also
send an e-mail to villageclerk@yillageofmaplepark.com in advance of the meeting. The
Village Clerk will read such comments during the Public Comment portion of the meeting.
Time Limit: 5 minutes per speaker.

Terry Keenan thanked the Board for putting more consideration into the building code and
expressed his thoughts that business owners, as an important group in town, be allowed to
share their concerns.

Ray Lynch spoke saying his counsel has advised him that this law is subject to
interpretation and enforcement. He encouraged everyone to work with common sense
moving forward, protecting the law and not abusing it. He wanted to make sure that
everyone understood that his comments in the previous meeting were not regarding Lou
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Larson, but Bill Detmer Services. He feels all of his time with Lou has been good and
thanks the Board for listening to all of the comments and the businesses.

Chief Endean introduced Officer Anthony Dominik. He works part-time in Elburn and has
served there several years and is retired as a full-time officer from St. Charles. He is a
former paramedic, certified evidence custodian and technician, experienced truck
enforcement officer and range officer. Tony expressed his intent to provide the best service
he can for the Village of Maple Park.

S. DISCUSSION OF STATE MANDATE EFFECTING BUILDING CODE

President Fahnestock asked legal counsel to recap the law. Attorney Lundgren explained
the State passed a statute that villages are free to make changes but must adopt a building
code not more than 9 years old. The Village was using the 2006 edition of International
Building Codes and needed to update. He recommended the 2021 edition of the code with
amendments. The Village is currently not in compliance with the State mandate. While
nothing has legally happened yet that he knows of in the State, he recommends passing a
revised code which will go into effect in 30 days from passage. The Village will need to
update the State with what they have adopted. The term “not less restrictive” has been
discussed. Consensus amongst legal discussions is to adopt an ICC code and adapt as
needed. Consensus also is that 2024 ICC building codes will prevail if nothing is adopted.

President Fahnestock told trustees we have an ordinance drafted and recommends
discussion on how to move forward. In essence, items 5 & 6 of this agenda are being
combined. Trustee Groezinger suggests the Village pass what we have and amend if
something does not work for our community. She hates the idea of being under the eye of
the State and them dictating what can and cannot be done. She does not want to leave it to
the building inspectors having to put their jobs, reputations and certificates as building code
enforcement on the line.

Trustee Peloso would like to see a task force go over what was given a line at a time.

Trustee Speare is for the task force but does not like that the business district is feeling
under the microscope because the building code is for both businesses and home owners
alike. He is torn between having the task force before or after adoption of the code.

Trustee Ward asked Attorney Lundgren about impacts. He said there is potential liability
if the Village is not in compliance. The 2024 code would be the default. Liability is unclear
at this point, with no penalty described. He would first expect a remediation letter. Trustee
Ward expressed being torn as well. Building Inspector Lou Larson identified which codes
Lennar is following as they are building. Trustee Ward asked Fire Chief Peterson about
the codes. He reported they are very standard and he had reviewed the codes prior to it
being brought to the Board.

Trustee Groezinger shared concern again to be sure everyone can be involved but also
covered with an approved code that is in line with State statutes.

Administrator Aldridge shared Trustee Joy’s comments. Trustee Joy agrees the building
code presented is better than State mandated. She recommends for the task force to include
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one trustee, a business owner, and someone in the trades familiar with codes, perhaps a
home inspector familiar with codes.

Lou explained they go through plan reviews on each permit with the applicants so each
builder knows what is expected. Owners can always discuss with the board as reviews and
amendments are still in process.

Trustee Groezinger prefers not to be against the law.

Trustee Ward would like to make the task force immediately following the ordinance
approval. Tait warned about too many board members being on a committee together to
avoid violating the Open Meetings Act.

Bill Olson, Roger Kahl, Terry Keenan and Ray Lynch volunteered to be on the task force.
Trustee Speare suggested 4 or 5 residents be included as well, with Trustee Peloso
suggesting Chris Turk. Trustees Speare and Simon will also be considered for this, and the
building inspector will also be included.

Building Inspector Lou Larson said grandfathering is not in the code. Trustee Peloso
believes that should be considered. Trustee Groezinger reminded everyone that things have
to be brought current. President Fahnestock asked Administrator Aldridge to work on a
list for a task force.

6. CONSIDER THE CREATION OF A REVIEW TASKFORCE TO ASSIST WITH
THE REVIEW OF THE MAPLE PARK BUILDING CODE

7. DISCUSSION OF DEKALB COUNTY ALL HAZARDS MITIGATION PLAN

Administrator Aldridge shared Trustee Joy’s emailed comments. She is comfortable with
items 7-10 moving forward. Administrator Aldridge shared this discussion item is just a
recognition to move forward in support. It will be on the February Board agenda.

8. REVIEW LIST OF VILLAGE PROPERTY THAT IS READY TO BE RELEASED

Administrator Aldridge reported this list is as complete as it can be for now. It includes a
handful of parts from the totaled squad, as well as “Big Red” and a radar gun. She also
informed the Board that more may need to be done again in 3-4 months. This will go as a
resolution to the February Board Meeting before actual sale or disposal takes place.

9. REVIEW OF MAPLE PARK ZONING MAP

Administrator Aldridge said the only change being made here is for the ordinance regarding
Khatt Properties. Anytime updates are made to the zoning map within a calendar year, we
have until the end of the following February to approve an updated zoning map. This will
go as an ordinance on the February Board Meeting.
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10.

11.

12.

REVIEW OF 2025 PAVING IMPROVEMENTS (PORTION 1) - CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES LINTECH ENGINEERING, INC WORK ORDER AND 2025 WATER
TREATMENT PLANT / WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT FACILITY
PLANNING REPORT LINTECH ENGINEERING, INC WORK ORDER

These will go as a motion to the February Board Meeting. The first portion is for State and
the other paving from the first bid for the 2025 paving project. The second is for the
planning report that needs to be done to update the water treatment plant and the wastewater
treatment plant. The WWTP will be the more urgent of the two.

Trustee Ward asked about the water tower. Administrator Aldridge said we are getting
closer and the old tower has some work to be done. President Fahnestock reports there
have been weather-related issues. Administrator Aldridge reported the communication
between the two towers needs to be accomplished.

Trustee Ward asked about televising of water mains downtown. Administrator Aldridge
said the problem is we have not completed the work on all of the issues that have been
found yet, so it makes sense to wait until those things have been repaired before continuing
to televise and find more issues that would not be resolved immediately and would require
more televising once we were ready to move forward. Administrator Aldridge said we
need to do sanitary work next. Flooding on Main has improved with this past year’s storm
water work.

OTHER BUSINESS

President Fahnestock shared we received a letter of resignation from Caryn Minor as
Village Clerk.

Trustee Groezinger reminded everyone of the town hall for Kaneland School District. They
are asking for over a hundred million dollars at a referendum on the April ballots.
Yesterday’s meeting reported a $4.2 million deficit, and if it is not resolved, the State may
take over. They are discussing restructuring the current bonds, so it would not really raise
taxes but extend them.

ADJOURNMENT

Having no further business before the Board, motion was made by Trustee Groezinger with
2" by Trustee Speare to adjourn. Motion carried by voice vote.

Meeting adjourned at 7:51 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
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“Shannon Warford, Deputy Cllerk
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