Village of Maple Fark
302 Willow Street ¢ P.O. Box 220 ¢ Maple Park, lllinois 60151

Approved by the Board of Trustees

Village Hall: 815-827-3309 on April 1, 2025

Website: http://www.villageofmaplepark.org

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, MARCH 25, 2025
MAPLE PARK CIVIC CENTER
302 WILLOW STREET, MAPLE PARK
7:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER

Village President Suzanne Fahnestock called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Village President Suzanne Fahnestock led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. ROLL CALL/QUORUM ESTABLISHED

Deputy Clerk Shannon Warford called the roll call, and the following Board Members were
present: Village President Suzanne Fahnestock, Trustee Tonia Groezinger, Trustee Hillary
Joy, Trustee JT Peloso, Trustee Chris Simon, Trustee Cliff Speare, and Trustee Jen Ward.

Also present: Village Attorney Tait Lundgren, Police Chief Randy Endean, Village
Administrator Cheryl Aldridge, and Deputy Clerk Shannon Warford.

Members of the public present were found on the meetings sign-in sheet.
President Fahnestock confirmed a quorum was established.

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS - Any resident wishing to address the Board may do so according
to the guidelines set forth in the “Rules for Public Comments at Public Meetings” handout.
Please complete a speaker request form and submit it to the Village Clerk. You may also
send an e-mail to villageclerkwvillageofmaplepark.com in advance of the meeting. The
Village Clerk will read such comments during the Public Comment portion of the meeting.
Time Limit: 5 minutes per speaker.

Matt Barry spoke regarding the solar farm sharing his concerns of it taking over farmland
and it not making a positive impact in the community.

Kate Wiltse shared she is not in favor of the solar farm and feels it is also taking over
valuable farmland and is concerned about health issues with it being close to her home.

Brent Miller greeted everyone and said he has been listening to frustrating information over

this piece of land and beliefs regarding solar fields and asked the Board not to approve the
solar field being put at this location, which is very close to his home.
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Kimberly Kahl shared her experience with solar farms and her history as an economic
developer in Arizona as well as her concerns for the Village’s development.

Roy Christopher shared he is against the solar field being so close to his home and his
concern for the environment.

Chris Rebone believes the application was submitted erroneously twice regarding the
property value and the battery.

Bart Shaver does not believe the solar company is offering a good deal for the citizens. He
also shared concern over safety and the Village facing litigation.

Roger Kahl does believe the solar farm offers a win for the Village itself and its citizens.
He is concerned for the Village to have revenues to succeed.

Pat Lunardon shared her concerns over what people are sharing. She believes the
landowner should be able to do what he wants with his own land.

Christine Daniels spoke about concerns of solar farms all over the country.

Mr. Pham shared the history of Cenergy’s application. He mentioned he had spoken with
Fire Chief Peterson about procedures if a fire were to occur and reiterated that the battery
was removed from the project and that they are in compliance with the Village ordinance.

5. REVIEW OF PZC #24-05 SUP PETITION FOR A SPECIAL USE PERMIT TO
CONSTRUCT A 4.98 MW-AC CAPACITY SOLAR FARM LOCATED AT THE
NORTHEAST CORNER OF PRITCHARD AND MAPLE PARK ROADS, MAPLE
PARK, ILLINOIS. PIN: 09-25-300-013

President Fahnestock directed the Board to discuss this item. Trustee Speare asked Mr.
Pham about the application mentioning a battery. Attorney Lundgren shared that the Board
can vote conditionally and that the expiration listed on one area of the application does not
render the packet invalid as that section was supplemental. Any decision has to be made on
facts facing them. Courts review action based on facts not speculation. Trustee Groezinger
understands they spoke with Chief Peterson. Trustee Ward asked about fumes in the event
of a fire. Mr. Pham said the solar farm is made of silicon, which is sand, aluminum, and
glass, and these materials do not offput much fumes. Trustee Joy is comfortable since
Cenergy has had their discussion with the Fire Department. Chief Peterson confirmed the
department is comfortable with the plan as long as no battery is included.

6. REVIEW OF PZC #24-06 VAR FOR A ZONING VARIATION AT THE SAME
LOCATION TO DECREASE THE SETBACK UNDER SECTION 11-14-6(b) OF
THE MAPLE PARK VILLAGE CODE FOR SOLAR PANELS IN RELATION TO
THE PROPERTY LINE FROM 100 FEET TO 50 FEET.

President Fahnestock asked Trustees for any further discussion on this topic. Having
nothing further, the discussion was concluded.
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7. FISCALYEAR 2026 BUDGET

Treasurer Warford shared an updated Budget proposal. Discussion ensued regarding
options for staffing for the Police Department. Chief Endean shared his ideas. The Board
came to a consensus to include one full-time Commander additionally.

8. OTHER BUSINESS

Trustee Speare asked if the Board Meeting scheduled for April 1% could be rescheduled to
April 8" since Trustee Ward would be unavailable. Attorney Lundgren shared that he
would research that option since no decision could be made on that at a COW Meeting. He
also reported regarding OMA, litigation has been threatened but not imminent, so he
believes the upcoming closed session is justified.

President Fahnestock excused the guests and noted the meeting would be moving out of
open session.

The public meeting closed and went into executive session at 8:31 p.m.

Motion by Trustee Speare with 2™ by Trustee Ward to go into Executive Session. Motion
carried on a voice vote.

9. EXECUTIVE SESSION

C. PURSUANT TO 5 ILCS 120/2 (C) (11) LITIGATION

Litigation, when an action against, affecting or on behalf of the particular public
body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when
the public body finds that an action is probable or imminent, in which case the basis
Jor the finding shall be recorded and entered into the minutes of the closed meeting.

Motion by Trustee Speare with 2™ by Trustee Peloso to resume Open Session.
Motion carried by voice vote.

Returned to Open Session at 9:01 p.m.
10. ADJOURNMENT

Trustee Groezinger asked about changing the meeting date, raising concerns that it could
be moved by consensus. Attorney Lundgren stated it was not the same situation as when
the Village could ratify bills after the fact. Administrator Aldridge reminded everyone that
with the public hearing already scheduled and posted, a meeting would still have to take
place. Trustee Ward asked a question about a change in insurance rates if the Village faced
litigation. Attorney Lundgren reported he has seen fairly substantial increases for other
municipalities in those cases. Having no further business before the Board, motion was
made by Trustee Simon with 2™ by Trustee Speare to adjourn. Motion carried by voice
vote.
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Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Y
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