Village of Maple Forks

302 Willow Street ¢ P.O. Box 220 ¢ Maple Park, lllinois 60151

Village Hall: 815-827-3309 Approved by the Board of Trustees on
Website: http://www.villageofmaplepark.org May 6. 2025
PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES
TUESDAY, APRIL 1, 2025

MAPLE PARK CIVIC CENTER
302 WILLOW STREET, MAPLE PARK
7:00 p.m.
1. CALL TO ORDER
President Fahnestock called the Public Hearing to order at 7:00 p.m.
2. ROLL CALL/ESTABLISH QUORUM
President Fahnestock asked for a roll call to establish a quorum.
Members answering present were President Suzanne Fahnestock, Trustee Tonia Groezinger,
Trustee Hillary Joy, Trustee JT Peloso, Trustee Chris Simon, and Trustee Cliff Speare. Trustee
Jen Ward absent.
Also present were Police Chief Randy Endean, Village Engineer Jeremy Lin, Village Attorney
Cassandra Gottschalk, Director of Public Works Scot Johnson, Village Administrator Cheryl
Aldridge, and Deputy Clerk Shannon Warford.
Members of the public present were found on the meeting sign-in sheet.
President Fahnestock confirmed a quorum was established.
3. DISCUSSION OF APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

President Fahnestock asked if there were any questions on the appropriation ordinance.

Budget Totals
e Total Budgeted Revenues $2,770,017
e Total Budgeted Expenditures $2,803,023
e Estimated Fund Balances at 04/30/26 $3,780,522

Having no further comments to be heard, President Fahnestock asked for a motion to close
the Public Hearing.

4. ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Trustee Groezinger with 2™ by Trustee Speare to close the Public Hearing.
Motion carried on a voice vote.

Public Hearing closed at 7:02 p.m.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, APRIL 1, 2025
Immediately Following the Public Hearing
1. CALLTO ORDER

President Fahnestock called the regular meeting of the Board of Trustees to order at 7:02
p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

President Fahnestock led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL/QUORUM ESTABLISHED

President Fahnestock asked for a roll call to establish a quorum.

Deputy Clerk Shannon Warford called the roll call and the following members were
present: President Suzanne Fahnestock, Trustee Tonia Groezinger, Trustee Hillary Joy,
Trustee JT Peloso, Trustee Chris Simon, and Trustee Cliff Speare. Absent Trustee Jen
Ward.

Also, present were Police Chief Randy Endean, Village Engineer Jeremy Lin, Village
Attorney Cassandra Gottschalk, Director of Public Works Scot Johnson, Village
Administrator Cheryl Aldridge, and Deputy Clerk Shannon Warford.

Members of the public present were found on the meeting sign-in sheet.
President Fahnestock confirmed a quorum was established.

PUBLIC COMMENTS - Any resident wishing to address the Board may do so
according to the guidelines set forth in the “Rules for Public Comments at Public
Meetings” handout. Please complete a speaker request form and submit it to the Village
Clerk. You may also send an email to villageclerkiawvillageofmaplepark.com in advance
of the meeting. The Village Clerk will read such comments during the Public Comment
portion of the meeting. Time Limit: 5 minutes per speaker.

Bart Shaver, resident of Maple Park, spoke against the solar farm, emphasizing property
value decline for the surrounding residents. He also shared concern for the environmental
impact on the farmland.

Roger Kahl, resident of Maple Park, spoke in favor of the solar farm, emphasizing the
money the Village needs to pay for expenses without new revenue sources.
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Roy Christopher, who lives near the Village of Maple Park, spoke against the solar farm,
emphasizing the emotional impact on the surrounding families and questioned why some
citizens have changed their minds on the solar farm as well as concerns of the solar
company potentially filing for bankruptcy and leaving the Village with a mess.

Deputy Clerk Warford read emails that had been submitted electronically for public
comment. The first was from the Miller Family. They shared concerns of negative effects
on property values due to proximity, as well as negative impacts on the environment from
water runoff. They also shared concerns of bribery and lawsuits with this company. The
second email was from Diane Morales, who is a realtor in the area with an opposition to
solar farms due to negative property value impacts. She believes the farmland should be
used for farming and that alternative locations should be reviewed for solar projects. The
third email was from Ruth Cain, a Maple Park resident, who spoke in favor of the project
and shared she has done research on various types of clean energy and believes our
Village would benefit from a solar project. She believes it could be managed properly
and not damage the environment as other resources do. The fourth email was from John
Paschal, a Maple Park resident, in opposition of the solar farm. He shared concerns of
the weed breeding area which would be difficult to control and believes there is more
value in the farmland that goes beyond the monetary gain for the Village and its residents.
The final email submitted was a 2023 letter from Lizabeth Lowe, a former resident of
Kane County, and a managing broker in DeKalb. She expressed concerns over property
value decline, citing a circumstance with a property in Hampshire, IL.

Mr. Pham shared a statement on behalf of the landowner and Cenergy respectfully
requesting the Board vote on the solar project tonight since it has been two years since
they started the process. They believe they are in compliance with the Village’s solar
ordinance and have addressed concerns of citizens. They asked the Board to vote
favorably to move forward with this clean energy project for the Village, its community,
and their private property rights.

Kate Wiltse, owner of a farm in Maple Park, spoke against the solar farm. She expressed
her concern of the value of farm ground and how much it will affect many people.

Christopher Rebone, resident of Maple Park, shared he believes the Board owes it to the
residents to listen to their voices. The majority of people do not want it to happen. He
doesn’t believe the $500,000 offer will do more than go into infrastructure in the TIF and
that the charity donations are a bribe.

Diane Mautone, resident of Maple Park, encouraged the Board to vote for it only if they
would want to see it in their backyard and shared her son-in-law was diagnosed with

cancer and believes this project has a potential risk of cancer from toxic chemicals.

5. MOTION TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA / ADDITIONS-DELETIONS
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CONSENT AGENDA - OMNIBUS VOTE

All items listed on the Consent Agenda will be enacted by one motion. There will be no
separate discussion of these items unless requested by a Board member, in which event
the item(s) will be removed from the Consent Agenda. Prior to a vote on the Consent
Agenda, members of the public may request that a Trustee have an item removed from
the Consent Agenda.

A.  Approval of Board Minutes

e Village Board Meeting Minutes March 4, 2025
e Committee of the Whole Minutes March 25, 2025

B.  Receive and File
e None
C.  Acceptance of Cash and Investment Report as of February 28, 2025

D.  Approval of Bills Payable and Manual Check Register #854

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE: $224,442.14
MANUAL CHECKS: 1,749.16
ACH PAYMENTS 6,234.97
TOTAL: $232,426.27

E.  Approval of Travel, Meals, Lodging for Elected Officials/Employees

e 2025 Kane County Chiefs of Police Association — Monthly Luncheon
Meeting on February 20, 2025 for Randy Endean, $25 (included on April
1, 2025 warrant list as payment to American Bank & Trust for Visa
payment).

Motion by Trustee Speare with 2™ by Trustee Groezinger to approve the
Consent Agenda items A through E as presented. On a roll call vote Trustee
Groezinger, Trustee Joy, Trustee Peloso, Trustee Simon, and Trustee Speare
voted yes. Motion carried. Absent Trustee Ward.

6. FINANCIAL REPORT

President Fahnestock asked if there were any questions on the financial report. Hearing
no questions for Treasurer Warford, President Fahnestock moved to the next agenda item.

7. LEGAL REPORT

President Fahnestock asked if there were any questions for the Village Attorney. Hearing
no questions for Attorney Gottschalk, President Fahnestock moved to the next agenda
item.
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8. VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR REPORT

Administrator Aldridge shared with those present that every necessary party should be
filling out their economic interest statements.

9. POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Police Chief Endean shared a written report with the Board and said that year-end reports
would be coming next meeting and a strategic plan coming in May or June. National
Night out is coming up and planning is in process. Sergeant Clifton is in the middle of
Staff and Command Training, with graduation scheduled for June 20. Trustee Peloso
questioned Chief Endean about the false alarm responses and discussion ensued
regarding updating the Village Code accordingly.

10. PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

Public Works Director Johnson shared the playground equipment has arrived and is in
progress of install. They found a sinkhole near the waste water treatment plant. Cortland
Township and Dekalb County Highway helped with the repair. A check valve was
installed at the water treatment plant and is operating well. He has been getting quotes
for McAdams shed restrooms, working with the beautification committee, and directing
pothole repairs, having used 5 tons already. He asked for a consensus on a roof repair
over the police department at the Civic Center. Mortar is cracking and water is coming
in, so they would install a membrane on parapet walls. The estimate is $13,900 and
should buy us 5-10 years on the entire roof area up to the gym. The future of this building
will be discussed in the next year or two. Trustee Groezinger feels this is a good band-
aid for what is to come. Consensus was received.

11. ENGINEERING REPORT

Village Engineer Lin reported roof projects were quite a while ago and agreed with what
is needed per Scot’s report. Final punch list for elevated tank project has been sent to
Maguire. Ashton storm sewer project went smoothly and is complete minus the
restoration. Paving pre-construction meeting will be this Thursday. Activity will start
soon.

12. OLD BUSINESS
13. NEW BUSINESS
A. MOTIONS

1. MOTION TO APPROVE SPECIAL EVENT PERMITS FOR BIKE
EVENTS

e ABD CYCLE CLUB ON APRIL 13, 2025
e NATIONAL MS SOCIETY ON JUNE 21 AND 22, 2025
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¢ THE AMERICAN DIABETES ASSOCIATION’S TOUR DE CURE ON
AUGUST 9, 20235
e ABD CYCLE CLUB ON SEPTEMBER 14, 2025

Motion by Trustee Speare with 2" by Trustee Peloso to approve Special Event
Permits for Bike Events. On a roll call vote Trustee Joy, Trustee Peloso, Trustee
Simon, Trustee Speare, and Trustee Groezinger voted yes. Motion carried. Absent
Trustee Ward.

14. RESOLUTIONS

15. ORDINANCES

A.

ORDINANCE 2025-05 AN ORDINANCE TO SUPPLEMENT THE
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE FISCAL YEAR ENDING APRIL 30, 2025,
FOR THE VILLAGE OF MAPLE PARK, ILLINOIS.

This Ordinance amends Ordinance 2024-05, adopted April 2, 2024.

Motion by Trustee Speare with 2°¢ by Trustee Groezinger to approve Ordinance
2025-05 an Ordinance to Supplement the Appropriation Ordinance Fiscal Year
Ending April 30, 2025 for the Village of Maple Park, Illinois.

On a roll call vote, Trustee Peloso, Trustee Simon, Trustee Speare, Trustee
Groezinger, and Trustee Joy voted yes. Motion carried. Absent Trustee Ward.

ORDINANCE 2025-06 AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE ANNUAL
APPROPRIATION FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING MAY 1, 2025,
AND ENDING APRIL 30, 2026, IN THE VILLAGE OF MAPLE PARK, KANE
AND DEKALB COUNTIES, ILLINOIS

This Ordinance adopts the budget for Fiscal Year 2026 (beginning May 1, 2025, and
ending April 30, 2026).

Motion by Trustee Peloso with 2™ by Trustee Speare to approve Ordinance 2025-06
an Ordinance Adopting the Annual Appropriation for the Fiscal Year Beginning May
1, 2025, and Ending April 30, 2026, in the Village of Maple Park, Kane and DeKalb
Counties, I1linois.

On a roll call vote, Trustee Simon, Trustee Speare, Trustee Groezinger, and Trustee
Joy, and Trustee Peloso voted yes. Motion carried. Absent Trustee Ward.

ORDINANCE 2025-03 AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A SPECIAL USE
PERMIT TO ALLOW THE CONSTRUCTION OF A SOLAR FARM ON
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 19500 PRITCHARD ROAD, MAPLE PARK,
ILLINOIS
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This Ordinance approves a special use permit to allow the construction of a solar
farm on property located at 19500 Pritchard Road, Maple Park, IL.

Motion by Trustee Simon with 2™ by Trustee Peloso to approve Ordinance 2025-03
an ordinance approving a special use permit to allow the construction of a solar farm
on property located at 19500 Pritchard Road, Maple Park, Illinois.

Trustee Joy thanked everyone for coming, encouraging the citizens for their passion
and hopes they also send their passion to the county and the state. She is concerned
for the highest and best use in the community as long as it is not a nuisance to
neighbors. There is a split on this issue, and she hopes we can establish decorum and
move forward with each other.

Trustee Speare encourages the Board members to listen to the residents who actually
elected them rather than the solar farm which will not be there in person to support
the community.

Trustee Groezinger shared the money is nice, but it is not permanent. The tax revenue
will not last long-term.

Trustee Peloso commented that the right of ownership has been an important topic.
Residents have been encouraged to do so.

On a roll call vote Trustee Peloso and Trustee Simon voted yes. Trustee Speare,
Trustee Groezinger, and Trustee Joy voted No. Motion failed. Absent Trustee Ward.

D. ORDINANCE 2025-04 AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A VARIATION FOR
THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 19500 PRITCHARD ROAD, IN THE
VILLAGE OF MAPLE PARK, ILLINOIS

This Ordinance grants a variation for the property located at 19500 Pritchard Road,
in the Village of Maple Park, IL.

Motion by Trustee Joy with 2™ by Trustee Speare to approve Ordinance 2025-04 an
Ordinance Granting a Variation for the Property Located at 19500 Pritchard Road, in
the Village of Maple Park, Illinois.

On a roll call vote Trustee Peloso and Trustee Simon voted yes. Trustee Groezinger,
Trustee Joy, and Trustee Speare voted No. Motion failed. Absent Trustee Ward.

16. VILLAGE PRESIDENT REPORT

Village President Fahnestock wanted to thank the Board for her last official meeting and
shared it had been a privilege serving her home of Maple Park and that she was proud of
everything they have been able to do the last 4 years. She reported the passing of 2 people
in town — Anna Mae Olsen, who was clerk in 1988-1989 and Joan Bonnamy, the HOA
official who came to the Board regarding dissolving the Settlement HOA.
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17. TRUSTEES REPORT
Trustee Groezinger shared the Fire Department Pancake Breakfast would be from 7am
—noon April 13. Trustee Simon led in thanking Suzanne Fahnestock for her service as
Village President for the community.

18. ADJOURNMENT

Having no further business before the Board, motion by Trustee Simon with 2°¢ by
Trustee Peloso to adjourn. Motion carried by voice vote.

Meeting Adjourned at 7:53 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Shannon Warford, Deputy Clerk
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